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What Democrats have planned for higher education
The Democrats have made a number of concrete
promises regarding higher education if they win
the presidential elections. They promise concerted
actions against sexual assaults on campuses that
include comprehensive support for survivors, fair
judicial processes that prevent the use of cultural
biases against females as “inciters,” and increased
prevention efforts through education programs.
The Clinton campaign also promises support for
net neutrality, the idea that Internet service providers
should enable access to all content and applications
regardless of the source without favoring or blocking
particular products or websites. The Democratic plan
also proposes expanding availability of fiber-optic
broadband Internet to all academic and research
libraries.
Democrats also promise reform of the immigration
system, including awarding green cards (permanent
residency status) to students with STEM (science,
technology, engineering and mathematics) degrees
and creating a start-up visa program for foreign
entrepreneurs.
They also endorse updating the copyright system,
opening licensing of research funded by the federal
government. This will open access to all publications
in very expensive scholarly journal articles that were
funded, even in part, by the federal government.
This proposal will help to reduce the spiraling cost of
academic libraries.
Her running mate, Sen. Tim Kaine from Virginia,
pushed measures to reduce the cost of attending college while governor of his state. He supported major
construction initiatives for public colleges, sided

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr.
Letters from Academia
with the very popular president of the University of
Virginia, Teresa Sullivan, when some of the school’s
board members tried to oust her without cause and
pushed forward a number of initiatives to fund higher education in his state though the use of bonds. He
also showed great sensitivity after the Virginia Tech
massacre of 2007, which resulted in 33 deaths (including the perpetrator) as a result of gun violence. He
signed legislation that allows public and private
colleges to request information about students’ past
behavior that could indicate mental illness issues.
Clinton has also promised to take executive action
to offer a three-month moratorium on federal student-loan payments. Under the proposal, borrowers would be given resources to help them save
money on their loans and to sign up for the correct
income-based repayment plans during the moratorium. According to her campaign, “This proposal,
when implemented, will revolutionize the funding of
higher education in America, improve the economic
future of our country, and make life immediately better for tens of millions of people stuck with high levels of student debt.” Clinton has also said she would
allow graduates who enter public-service fields to
refinance their student loans.
The Clinton initiative that might have the most
impact on colleges is one to eliminate public college

tuition for families with incomes under $125,000.
According to a study by Georgetown University's
Center on Education and the Workforce, this initiative will spur enrollment of thousands of students
who are now deterred by the price of college. On the
other hand, this will impact many private colleges’
enrollments, leading to the potential reduction in ethnic and socioeconomic diversity among private institutions. This proposal is important because price and
geography are much more important than other factors – including rankings – that influence decisions
by students and their families about where to enroll.
Projections are that this plan would boost higher
enrollment at state universities of between nine and
22 percent, meaning an average of 2.5 million new
enrollees. This increase at state universities would
mean that enrollment in private colleges would drop
by as much as 31 percent. However, the most selective of the private ones may not be affected that much
because they tend to attract well-to-do students and
have very generous financial assistance programs.
The idea of making public higher education free or
almost free was not Clinton’s original idea, but one
that was adopted from the Bernie Sanders campaign.
This proposal would place the U.S. on par with many
other developed and even developing countries
where higher education tuition is free, or is adjusted
to students’ ability to pay. While this plan may sound
like good news, especially given that the current
combined college debt is more than a trillion dollars,
we should be careful of what we wish.
Public institutions of higher education in this
country have seen their funding deteriorate for many

years. As a consequence, they lack the ability to
suddenly absorb a large influx of students because
of lack of facilities or because of facilities that are in
desperate need of repair.
Also because of that lack of funding they have
relied more and more on adjuncts and part-time faculty that generally cannot provide the same level of
quality education, who are less engaged in campus
matters and who do not contribute to graduate education.
They also bring in no money through grants since
they are not expected to conduct research and other
scholarly or service activities.
Furthermore, what is not clear is what is going to
happen to tuition at many public institutions because
state budget cuts have forced them to rely more and
more on tuition money. How the federal government
will compensate them for this lack of revenue is
unclear. In fact, some predict that these schools will
have to increase tuition and fees on more well-to-do
students to compensate for the overall loss of revenue.
In any case these plans rely on the states taking
action on their financial responsibility toward public
education. Given the past history of similar programs, such as “Obamacare,” many state legislatures
and governorships controlled by Republicans may
block those efforts for purely partisan reasons.
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college professor with leadership experience in higher education.
He can be contacted through his website at: http://www.
aromerojr.net

Cook County proposes
tax on sugary drinks
CHICAGO (AP) — Cook County
President Toni Preckwinkle has proposed a budget that includes a penny-per-ounce tax on sugary beverages.
Preckwinkle unveiled her proposed $4.4 billion fiscal year 2017
budget on Thursday. She said in comments accompanying the proposal
that the county has made strides at
stabilizing its financial outlook. But,
she says, closing the county's budget
shortfall will still mean more revenue is needed.

Her proposed tax would apply to
sweetened beverages sold in Cook
County, including carbonated soft
drinks, fruit beverages, sports drinks
and energy drinks.
It doesn't include 100 percent fruit
juices. The tax is expected to raise
$74 million.
Preckwinkle campaigned in 2010
against a 1-cent tax increase that the
board adopted in 2008. The tax was
eliminated in 2013 after she won but
the county raised its sales tax two
years later.
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“With the state’s delay in paying, we’ll probably go over $3.5 million. So
to finish the 16-17 school year, we’ll borrow $3.5 million.”
“We have a cash flow problem because those payments are not being made
by the state. The cash flow issues will become evident as we come to April
and May. Right now we’re basically living off of property taxes through those
property tax collections and we can absorb the state being behind,” Courtney
added. “But once we get nearer to the end of the year, the state not paying
will take effect, and then we’ll run out of cash faster.”
The $3.5 million the district would borrow at that point would be used to
pay salaries and pay bills to finish the current school year.
Courtney then spoke about pro-ration of funding which has become common place with the state in the past several years. “When we talk about the
district’s deficits and the events we’ve been facing in the ed fund the last five,
six, seven years, a lot of this is due to the state’s non-funding and then also
the pro-ration as well,” he explained.
In 2014-15 the district lost $1.5 million in funding to pro-ration and over $1
million in 2015-16. “That’s money the district did not receive on reimbursements that it was mandated to receive but because the state did not fund to
pay it, they shorted the district $1 million,” Courtney said.
He further explained that the pro-ration loss for the current year right now
is at $600,000 but that there’s been a change this year with state funding.
“They reworked the state aid formula so there’s no pro-ration per se any
more like the last three, four years. But they have re-allocated funds and
allocated to lower poverty school districts,” Courtney noted.
He provided an example stating that last year the district, without pro-ration, would have received $6.7 million in funding. But with the new formula
this year, the district is only receiving $6.2 million. “So in essence it was a
$445,000 drop that will not be recovered. The formula, from the state’s perspective, is now 100 percent funded,” he explained. “It’s just the funds were
re-allocated to the lower poverty districts. So there is really no pro-ration
now. Its just that District 7, instead of getting $6.7 million like last year, will
get $6.2 million and that’s considered 100 percent funded. So that’s a change
this year.”
Although general state aid payments are being considered as not being
pro-rated, Courtney said that all special education reimbursements are being
pro-rated this year between 80 and 98 percent. “Special ed transportation is
being pro-rated at 93 percent and regular transportation is being pro-rated at
69 percent and the Illinois free and reduced lunch program is being pro-rated
at 18 percent,” he said. “So, even though there’s been budgets that have been
passed by the state for education, the pro-ration of those funds and reimbursements to school districts is still continuing this year. It’s actually worse
than it was last year.”
School Board Member Terri Dalla Riva inquired if it was then the local
school districts’ responsibility to absorb the lack of funding.
“State funding mechanisms won’t change to help recover these funds that
have been lost,” Courtney emphasized.
“So it becomes our responsibility,” Dalla Riva confirmed.
Edwardsville District 7 Superintendent Lynda Andre added that the general state aid formula change benefited high poverty districts. “We are a low
poverty district. So the money is being shifted to districts that have high
poverty,” she said.
Board Member Jeff Miller summarized for the board what Courtney had
explained. “Going back to the financial crisis versus now, we’re essentially
receiving about $7.5 million less per year from the state because of changes to
the funding formula plus pro-rations,” he said. “Then on top of that then the
state says based on the funding formula we’re going to give you “x” amount
of dollars – they pro-rated that. And the pro-ration number ranges from 69
percent up to 90 something percent. And then on the payments that you have
the pro-ration on that they (the state) say they are going to pay us – they are
$2 million behind on paying that.”
Courtney confirmed that Miller’s understanding was correct.

JONES
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Prior to his service to Glen Carbon, Jones served in the United States
Marine Corps and in 1975 was assigned to Saigon, Vietnam, and participated
in Operation Frequent Wind.
Operation Frequent Wind was the final phase in the evacuation of
American civilians and “at risk” Vietnamese from Saigon. It was carried out
in April of 1975, and more than 7,000 people were evacuated by helicopter
from various points in Saigon.

Bill Tucker/Intelligencer

Spreading knowledge
The Friends of Leclaire – the group that is the driving force behind the Leclaire Parkfest – had its booth set up Sunday to answer
any questions visitors might have had about the neighborhood, which is a national historic district.
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The Edwardsville Fire Department already
utilizes StarCom dispatch consoles. Although
the EPD’s consoles can dispatch digitally, the
older models they have aren’t designed for that
purpose, according to Keeven.
“Our dispatch consoles can dispatch on digital signal but they were not designed to be
digital dispatch consoles. They are older model
consoles; we’ll need to purchase 2 MC Motorola
consoles 7500s and those are the new conversion
of dispatch consoles. Our consoles, I am told,
are probably 15-years-old and then they got an
upgrade from the push buttons years ago. They
got that upgrade in about 2008, 2009 when they
narrow banded the UHF radio system,” he said.
Keeven said as things currently stand, there
are 18 Public Safety Answering Points (PSAPS)
in Madison County; however, that number is
expected to be cut in half due to state requirements. With this in mind, he said it’s likely the

CITY
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The rankings were broken
down into three categories: taxes
and insurance, price, and jobs
and economy. With taxes and
insurance, VP considered the
average insurance rate of each
city, residential property tax
rates, sales tax rate, and various
other elements.
In regard to tax increases,
District 7 is currently proposing an education fund tax rate
increase from $2.15 to $2.70 per
$100 of equalized assessed value.
In addition, if Proposition E gets
approved by voters in November,
property taxes could be raised
by 55 cents for District 7 as well.
However, if the increase gets
improved with a referendum,
Patton said Edwardsville will
still maintain the second lowest
tax rates in Madison County.
“We’re still low; they’ve cut
$14 million out of their annual
budget and it’s absolutely critical that people get the fact sheet

EPD will need to be on a digital system prior
to this.
“The state has mandated that every county
cut that in half. That means nine of us in a year
are not going to be dispatching. But I don’t get
to say whether or not Edwardsville stays on —
I’ve made my opinion known, I’ve written a
paper saying that we’ll consolidate with SIU,
because we already dispatch fire and EMS to
SIU so we’re making it easy if we dispatch to
SIU because they are a PSAP as well. SIU understands that they get so few 9-1-1 calls that there’s
no chance that they can become a primary PSAP.
They don’t get to keep their PSAP. Their whole
campus is within our whole jurisdiction that it
makes sense for us to consolidate.”
The EPD dispatch, unlike the digital system,
has information relayed to a dispatcher, who is
then responsible to continue relaying that same
information to the affected officers. With the
digital system, the information will be automatically sent to the officers and communication
between departments will be possible and more
efficient.
Keeven said some of the radios are newer than
others but they will give the EPD a good start in

that they’re sending around,
learn about what they’re talking
about in terms of what their
needs are. I know one thing —
that we can’t afford to have the
state of Illinois take over our
school decisions, take over our
school board. I think we’ve seen
how the state functions and we
do not need them coming in
and having them have a direct
impact on our education here.
So it’s time; it’s been since 1977
since the educational fund has
increased in terms of the rate
and we’ve had a lot of mandates
and different things that have
come down from the state in
terms of Special Ed and transportation and technology and
school safety. All of those things
accumulating from the district,
it’s time for us to step up and
help them out. I do believe they
are a critical reason why we continue to be recognized as one of
the best places in Illinois to own
a home and run a business and
raise a family,” he said.
In terms of price, VP examined
the Zillow price index, the percentage increase in home value
in the last year, the median price

the right direction.
“Some of them are 2006 and some are made
in 2010. Obviously we want to buy all the ‘10s
first; the ‘06s’ are ten years old. They might
last 20 years, they might last 30 years and some
might last one year; I don’t know. But, it’s the
least expensive way to get our foot in the door
to get some portable radios. The digital signal is
so crystal clear, that we wouldn’t need mobile
radios in the car,” he said.
The radios, if approved, will be funded
through the Capital Equipment Acquisition
Fund.
City Administrator Tim Harr said the funds
are in the account; it’s just a matter of getting
them approved.
“We’re sitting at $503,000, almost $504,000
in that account. We carried over $379,000 last
year and we’re adding another $250,000 to that
account, so there’s funds available there for this
purchase,” Harr said.
All committee members were in favor and the
motion moved forward to finance and ACS. A
single source resolution will also need to accompany the proposal as well, so both items will
need to be approved.

per square foot, the percentage
sold in the last year, etc.
For Edwardsville’s jobs and
economy score of 123rd, VP took
into consideration the number of
real estate services, the unemployment rate, median monthly income in owner-occupied
homes, and research of the safest
cities in the state conducted by
VP over the course of this year.
With recent additions of
Prairie Farms, the new First to
the Finish building underway,
and the Amazon warehouse,
Patton said it’s no surprise the
job market is growing considerably in Edwardsville and he
hopes SIUE can get involved as
well.
“I think any chance that SIU,
Dr.
Pembrook
(Chancellor)
keeps wanting to establish relationships with local businesses
and have the school put training in place and put careers in
place that would help attract
additional business to the area
as well as provide good jobs to
his graduates. I think what we’re
going on a lot of fronts makes
sense; we’re very fortunate with
the Amazon investment. There’s

25 other businesses down there,
from World Wide Technology to
Hershey. Of course we have First
to the Finish building be completed and on the east side of
town Prairie Farms. We continue
to add the different types of corporate and job opportunity business from all different careers
and I think that really helps
diversify that we’re not just a
place for great restaurants or a
place to go on the weekends for
good entertainment,” he said.
Going forward, Patton said
everything in town is growing, which is beneficial to
Edwardsville and its residents;
however, the city also needs to
be prepared and still maintain
its small-town feel.
“Those of us who have grown
up here, we want to continue to
let them know that this is a small
town and this is a town that a lot
of people care about. When they
join, we want them to be a part
of that same feeling, that same
attitude,” he said.
To read the article by
ValuePenguin, visit https://
w w w. v a l u e p e n g u i n . c o m /
best-cities-homeowners-illinois.

